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Drama Learning Journey

Question: Why is melodrama used during performances?
Students will explore conventions around melodrama through 

applying key vocal and physical skills to a character

Question: What effect does backstory 
have on a performance?

Pupils develop skills to create a devised 
performance.

Question: What production elements were 
used to communicate themes, issues and 

intentions successfully?
Pupils analyse and evaluate a live theatre 

performance

Question: How can techniques be 
applied to a scripted performance 
to adapt the style?
Component 2 Performance of a text 

Question: How is a director successful in communicating intentions, themes and 
issues?
Component three – analysing and evaluating live theatre

Question: What impact does production elements, theatrical devices 
and conventions have in communicating a playwrights intentions?    
Exploring meaning through the perspective of the director, audience 
and performer

Question:  What 
impact do 

naturalistic and 
abstract techniques 

have on a 
performance?                                       

Pupils will explore 
performing two 

contrasting styles of 
theatre to engage 

and audience.

Question: How can we use non-
verbal communication in 

performance?
Creating theatre that uses 

practitioners theatrical devices.

Question: What makes good theatre?
Students will explore a range of stimuli & use their knowledge of 

performance styles, genre & form to devise a piece of theatre 
Component 2

Question: What effect will presenting the thoughts 
and feelings of your character have on an 

audience? Exploration of character, plot and issues 
in a non-naturalistic style

PE – how the 
body moves

History – Changes in theatre

Solidarity
Respect
Kindness
Patience
Forgiveness

Sympathy
Confidence
Acceptance
Respect

From page to stage:
Contrasting characters & physicality

Reaction
Pace
Body 
language

Reaction, Gesture, Pause

English – Creating a 
successful story

Trust
Bravery
Determination

Question: Why is it important to consider 
the 7 areas of voice/movement during the 
creating and performing process?
Students will explore plot, character,
language and themes

Compassion
Integrity
Trust

Angel and devil

Cross-cutting

Split screen 

Role on the wall, 
Freeze frame, still 
image 

Reaction, proxemics, tone, pitch
Themes, issues and juxtaposition

PSHE- equality and diversity

Question: What is the purpose of 
adding issues to a performance?

Building tension during 
performance- students explore the 

true story of Catherine Dunbar.

Performance of a text

Science – Health and diet

Creating an original character, stock 
characters  and commedia Dell’arte

Proxemics, pace, levels, 
facial expressions, action

Confidence, resilience 

Integrity
Bravery

Selflessness
Determination

Greek, Berkoff, LeCoq, Frantic Assembly

Question: What impact do 
rehearsal techniques have on 

a performance? 
Exploring plot, character, 

language & structure

Genre
Rehearsal techniques  

Solidarity
Compassion
Honesty
Delibration

Question: What 
impact have 
practitioners had on 
non-naturalistic 
theatre?
Exploring 
practitioner 
techniques 
to create
abstract
drama

Stanislavsky, 
given 
circumstance

Music 
Creating 
atmosphere

Trust, 
Confidence,
Resilience, 
Play

Levels, gesture, 
pace

Question: Can a text be brought to 
life believably?

Exploration, rehearsal and 
performance in preparation for 

GCSE
PSHE 
Current events

Self control
Forgiveness
Solidarity

Question: What makes good theatre?
Students will explore a range of stimuli to devise 

a piece of
theatre

PSHE– Crime and punishment

Levels, proxemics, pause, tone

Reflection
Respect

Question: What theatrical conventions and devices can be 
used to communicate meaning? Exploring text from the 

role of the audience, director and performer

Question: What 
impact can 

stimulus have 
throughout the 

devising process?

Facial 
expression, 

pace, volume 

Abstract theatre, 
Frantic Assembly

Trust
Honesty
Reflection
Confidence

Pace, levels, pitch, tone, body language, 
gesture 

Levels, proxemics, 
tone, gesture, 
facial expressions

Berkoff, 
Greek 

theatre, 
LeCoq, 
Frantic 

Assembly

Curiosity
Kindness

Compassion

Intentions, 
practitioner 
lighting, staging, 
props

Proxemics
Levels
Tone,
Pace,
Facial expressions
Pitch

Curiosity
Respect
Integrity

Playwright intentions, 
deconstructing text, themes and 
issues, Social & Historical context 

Levels, 
proxemics, 

Tone,
Gesture

Body 
language

Pace

Total theatre, 
Greek chorus,
Round-by-
through

Virtues
Cross Curricular Links
Knowledge
Subject Specific Skills
Subject specific techniques

Progression to next stage of learning:
A Level Drama & Theatre
BTEC Performing Arts
Performing Arts Colleges eg BOA

Thought-track
Role-play
Tableaux
Narration

Media studies – Action in performance

Gesture, 
facial 
expressions

KS3 
Media 

studies 

English

PE

PSHE

Science

Geography

Hot-seating

Total theatre

Muted role-play

Proxemics, action, diction, 
gesture, levels

Geography-
Cultures and belief.
History- Ancient 
Greece. 

Performance 
styles, given 
circumstance

Monologue

Transitions

Chorus

Action, reaction, pace, 
proxemics, levels

Confidence

Reflection
Respect

Chorus

Total Theatre

7 levels of 

tension

Chair duetsTone, pitch, 
levels, body 
language

Still image

Symbolic statues

Cross-cutting

Gestured 

sequence

V-effect

Documentary 

theatre

Dv8, Brecht, 
Katie 
Mitchell, 
Verbatim

Narration, thought track, 

marking the moment

Round-by-

through, 

Pressure 

circle

Ensemble, characterisation, themes

Round-by-

through, 

Hymns Hands, 

Fluff, Clear the 

space, 

Learning to fly
Still image, hot-seat, thought-track

Themes, intentionsReflection
Patience
Respect

Component 3 
Section B

Thought track, hot-seating, 
Role on the wall, freeze-
frame

Intentions, practitioner lighting, 
staging, props

Honesty, Reflection, Patience, Respect

Component 
2

Rehearsal
Performance

Curiosity
Respect
Integrity
Trust

Total 
theatre, 
Greek 
chorus,
Round-by-
through

Question: How can 
techniques be applied 
to a scripted 
performance to adapt 
the style?
Component 2 
Performance of a text 

Live theatre 
evaluation

Question: How is meaning communicated
Students will analyse a conventions of live 

theatre

Honesty
Integrity
Curiosity

Levels, proxemics, pace, tone
PSHE – Cyber-crime, abuse

Monologue, 

hot-seating

Juxtaposition and relationships


