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A

KS3 Art
Challenge

3D Recycled Marine Animal Sculpture
Year 7 this half term have been
tackling social issues through Art
by learning about the effects of
plastic pollution on our oceans
and marine life!
Students have been working in
groups to produce sculptures of
Marine animals using plastic
waste and other recycled
materials found within our
oceans.
Produce your own recycled
sculpture over half term and send
in your photos to the Art
department for prizes!
Consider the
materials you
have at home:
Plastic bags
Plastic bottles
Straws
Lids
Milk bottles
Yogurt pots
Food trays
Cello tape
Newspaper
Cardboard

Here are some
examples!

Miss Vaughan’s
Example!

Cut plastic
bottles to
create
features
such as
the fins,
tentacles
and tails.

Roll Newspaper
to help with
your structure.

Weave plastic
bags to create
different patterns!

University of Birmingham Trip
As part of the Excellence Academy program, Years 7 and 8 have recently visited
the University of Birmingham. The University offered students an array of
diverse and interactive outreach activities. These ranged from workshops and
taster lectures to masterclasses and demonstrations. They communicated with
lecturers and students who imparted knowledge about University life, helping
to inspire our young students to fulfil their potential. Students also received a
tour of the campus, enabling them to see the exceptional facilities, ample
study space and beautiful grounds.
There was also a chance to network with student ambassadors from the
university and take part in a question-and-answer session, where they learnt
about the different pathways the students had undertaken prior to studying at
the University.

RAF Cosford Trip
The Year 7 Excellence Academy spent the day at
RAF Cosford. The trip involved a Rockets
Workshop on the Science of Forces and Motion.
Students investigated how wing design can affect
the flight of a rocket. This enhanced the students’
understanding of KS3 Physics. The workshop took
them beyond the National Curriculum and helped
challenge them to develop thinking skills that are
required for study at KS4. Students also had the
opportunity to explore a variety of hangars at the
museum, including the National Cold War
Exhibition. Cross-curricular links to Humanities
made the day interesting for those students who
love History!
Imagine all year 7 students being better at building
rockets than a Science teacher … Miss Humpage
needs to get practising!

Leading the way on the importance of Faith
Year 7 Excellence Academy student Leighton Clarke is
talking to the whole school about his “seven reasons as
to why it is important to have faith”
Leighton not only speaks about his individual beliefs,
but he also speaks passionately about having faith in
yourself, something we all need a reminder of!
Having the confidence to deliver assemblies to every
year group at this early point in his school career
demonstrates tremendous courage. Leighton has
shown himself to be a true ambassador for both his
year group and the Excellence Academy.

“The biggest difference I’ve noticed between successful people
and unsuccessful people isn’t intelligence or opportunity or
resources. It’s the faith and belief that they can make their
goals happen.”

INTERESTING FACT: Emmanuel Macron was reelected as president of France on Sunday 24th April,
defeating Marine Le Pen. It is the first time in 20
years that a French president has been elected to a
second term.
INTERESTING FACT no.2: France, officially French
Republic, France or République Française, country of
north-western Europe. Historically and culturally
among the most important nations in the Western
world, France has also played a highly significant role
in international affairs, with former colonies in every
corner of the globe. Bounded by the Atlantic
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea, the Alps and
the Pyrenees, France has long provided a geographic,
economic, and linguistic bridge joining northern and
southern Europe. It is Europe’s most important
agricultural producer and one of the world’s leading
industrial powers.
Valentine’s Day Celebrations in French Lessons at
Moseley Park
Year 8 celebrated Valentine’s Day in French lessons by
looking at how it is celebrated in France compared to
England. They then all produced some great posters
for display and some cards. Heart shaped balloons
were given out to celebrate the day!!

Traditional French Food
Years 7 and 8 have been studying the topic of French
food and drinks, with year 8 looking at some healthy
and unhealthy options. Here are a few facts about
French food and drink that may interest you!
Let's start with something sweet! Macarons are the
delicious sweet cookies filled with butter cream.
Macarons come in many colours so you can
distinguish on the taste of the filling such as pink for
raspberry taste, brown for chocolate, yellow for
vanilla or lemon, green for pistachio, blue for
blueberry!
Another typical treat for all with a sweet tooth is Tarte
Tatin. This 'upside-down' apple tart made with apples
which were caramelized in butter and sugar before
baking.

Our favourite French sweet treats are crepes. The
French pancakes are very thin and -this is our
favourite- filled with chocolate sauce or fresh fruits.
Sometimes they are enjoyed with savoury fillings.
Crepes are very tasty, even when only sprinkled with
sugar and folded.

One topic we have been looking at this half
term is the hydrological cycle. We have
been spending time looking at how all the
processes interact and move water around
the planet.

We have also been exploring drainage basins
and rivers. We have enjoyed understanding
how drainage basins can be easily impacted
by factors such as building houses, and also
spent time learning about how rivers change
as you move from the source to the mouth.

Year 8 also spent time becoming experts on
waterfalls, looking at where they are, their
features, and how they are formed.

Miss Howell’s class also became expert
meteorologists by creating rain gauges! These
were placed around the school to measure
how much rain the school had been receiving.

History
How do we know what to trust?
In history, year 8 have been asking themselves the question
‘how do we know what to trust?’.
When looking at historical events of huge importance – like the
Holocaust – it can be easy to turn to films or books like The Boy
in the Striped Pajamas.
But, think of it this way:
Would we learn about the American Wild West by playing Red
Dead Redemption? Or would we learn about World War II by
playing Call of Duty?
All of these things are fictional, so we have to be careful that we
don’t take everything they say or show as fact.

Mrs Milliken’s suggestion:

Instead of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, Mrs Milliken
made a trip to the history department to suggest an
alternative: The Book Thief.
Although still a work of fiction, it has less of the issues that
are seen within The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. It has a
book and a film version of its own too, and is also told
from the point of view of a child, showing the horrors of
the Holocaust on ordinary German people.

How can we remember?

Holocaust Memorial
Day:

January 27th

In the UK and in many other countries around the
world, we can remember the victims of the
Holocaust – including 6 million Jews, as well as
homosexuals, disabled people and many other
groups – with Holocaust Memorial Day, which falls
on the 27th January each year. This is similar to how
we have Remembrance Day in November.

Integrated Studies
All students in Integrated Studies have learnt about the Industrial Revolution
which took place between 1750-1900.
This was a period of great change in Britain with huge technological advances
which had an impact on every aspect of life.
These technological advances were happening while the British Empire was
growing.
Students explored how not all these changes were positive. Conditions in factories
and coal mines in particular were dangerous and difficult.

International Day of Women in Maths
In May, people around the world celebrate a day of
women’s contributions to mathematics.
Maryam Mirzakhani
•

Renowned for winning the highest prize in
mathematics – the Field’s medal – the only
woman to have ever won this award is her!

•

She was the first woman to be allowed onto the
Iranian Math Olympiad team – which is
essentially an Olympic competition but for
maths – and she won two gold medals

•

Famous for saying: “you have to spend some
energy and effort to see the beauty of maths”

Check out the book about her to find out more!

Each time you use a number, its balloon flies
away – which balloon is left?

The letters on these flags have all been jumbled
up – they used to represent maths related
words. Can you work out what they are?

Success for Solutions!

Two teams of Year 8 students made it to the North England Regional Finals for the “Solutions for the Planet”
competition hosted at the University of Wolverhampton. These students did Moseley Park proud presenting their
ideas and hosting their own Q&A session with university professionals. Both teams delivered strong presentations
and were both awarded with special commendations. Afterwards the students got the opportunity to explore and
learn more about some of the work taking place at University of Wolverhampton.

Representing Moseley Park were: Illona Kakalec, Tia Suman, Zac Tobin, Amira Matloob, Khalisa Jabar
Thisaan Suthakaran, Raheem Madkour-Ali, Ariyan Rattu, Archie Williams

7M4 did a chromatography
investigation whereby they
discovered that Mr O'Keeffe stole
Mr Morgan's brand new painting!
Miss Ripley has been really
impressed with the class' hard
work. They have all developed
good practical skills, especially
Professor (Joseph) Green.

7K2 and 8K2 did some excellent summaries of the topics they studied
with Miss Humpage - producing impressive display work that is
detailed enough to teach future KS3 students!
L-R: Keenan Kidson (Y8), Leonie Davis-Senior (Y7), Simran Mahey (Y7)

Moseley Park value the importance of well-being
and the role it plays in the success of all students.
This year’s Mental Well-Being theme of Loneliness
was observed with students attending a range of
clubs.

To support students’ wellbeing, the Wolverhampton Social
Prescribing team met with Mr Mincher to discuss how they
could further support students with their mental health needs
by providing social activities, workshops, counselling etc.
During Mental Health Awareness Week, the team came into
school during lunch breaks to promote their service to
students. This was well received by students with many taking
leaflets and stopping to ask questions about the service.

