
KS3 Art: 
Key Skills And Concepts 

Emerging Developing Securing Mastering 

Inspiration You have looked at existing Artist’s 
work and artefacts from other 
parts of the world. 
You have attempted to write 
about the work that you have 
seen. 
Your understanding of different 
cultures and contemporary and 
historical Art is emerging. 

You have looked at Artist’s work 
and artefacts from around the 
world to inspire your own artwork. 
You are able to write reflectively 
about the work that you have 
seen. 
You have a basic understanding of 
different cultures, contemporary 
and historical Art. 

You are demonstrating your 
understanding of context within 
Art and Design from across the 
world, analysing what you see with 
confidence, making links to your 
own artwork. 
You are able to understand social 
factors that may affect the work. 
 

You are demonstrating a confident 
and extensive understanding of 
context within Art and Design from 
across the world, and are able to 
write fluently and make informed 
links to your own artwork. 
You are able to make well 
considered judgments and form 
opinions.  

Media You have tried using a range of 
media. 
You improve your work but it’s 
often unrefined. 

You have been successful in using 
a range of media to produce your 
own art. 
You are able to refine your work as 
it progresses. 
 

You have used a range of media 
with confidence to produce good 
quality artwork that meets your 
creative intention.  Your creative 
intention has been well 
considered. 

You are able to use a full range of 
media fluently, and your artwork is 
excellent.  You take care to 
consider the best use of a 
particular media and make well 
informed decisions about how to 
achieve your desired outcome. 

Formal Elements You have created artwork using 
the formal elements, however 
your work is often unrefined. 
 

You have created artwork using 
the formal elements and have 
been successful in achieving your 
creative intentions. 

You have demonstrated a 
competent ability to use the 
formal elements within your own 
artwork to produce good quality 
and well considered artwork. 

You have demonstrated a 
confident ability to use the formal 
elements within your own artwork 
with precision and control.  You 
have grasped an excellent 
understanding of how to use these 
formal elements effectively.  

Presentation You are beginning to think about 
presentation in your book 
including written work and 
practical art. 

You are taking care with 
presentation and have an 
awareness of how you should 
present your work in a sketchbook. 

You are able to present your work 
in your sketchbook with care and 
well considered layout to produce 
an effective sketchbook.  Your 
writing is thorough and well 
considered. You are able to 
evaluate your work. 

You are able to present your work 
in your sketchbook with creativity 
and flare. Your writing is extensive 
and multi-layered offering a deep 
insight into what you write about. 
You are able to evaluate your own 
and others work effectively making 
informed comments and 
judgements. 

Responding  You are working towards being 
able to produce something 
creative from your own ideas. 

You have produced something 
creative from your own ideas. 

You have confidently produced 
something personal and 
meaningful from your own ideas. 

You have produced something well 
considered and sophisticated, 
skilfully realising your intentions. 

 


