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Illustration

Pattern and sense of 
belonging

Introduction to 
visual 

communication
Introduction to the 
Formal Elements
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CAT 1 
Drawing 

Skills

CAT 3 
Research 

CAT 5 3D Model 
making

CAT 1 
Drawing

CAT 3 
Researching 

and 
Presentation

CAT 2  Painting 
Skills

CAT 5 
Sculpture/ 
planning

CAT 6 Application 
of knowledge and 

skill –
collaboration 

CAT 4 Application 
of knowledge and 

skill

CAT 2 Design skills
Final Outcome

Generating 
Ideas, 

working to 
a brief

CAT 4  Design 
Development

Literacy :
- Analysing 
Art work
- Research 

Surrealism

Pop Art

Blue Planet 
Ocean Project
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Understanding of the 
importance of caring for 
our world

Collaborative project
Development of 
communication skills

Printmaking 
and mixed 
media

Animals

Still life
Confectionary

Mythical Creatures

Art in the 
creative 
sector

Theatrical 
Design

Cultural links

Researching/ 
Reading 
topical 
articles
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Developing 
Imagination and 
creative thinking
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Historical and 
contemporary 

links
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Researching and 
discovering

Art History

Students are equipped 
with knowledge and 

understanding of a range 
of specialisms that will 
inspire their personal 

creative journey into KS4

Contextual 
Studies

Skills explored

Skills explored

Skills explored

Skills explored

Developing a 
final outcome

Literacy :
- Analysing 
Art work
- Researching 
non-western 
cultures

Skills explored

Links to 
careers and 

industry

Skills explored

Developing a 
final outcome

Lost Lewis Chessmen

CAT 6 Design

3D Sculpture

Formal 
elements-
Refining

Exploring 
Specialist Areas of 

study



START

OCR Exam Board GCSE Art and 
Design/ Graphic Communication

AO1

AO2

AO3

AO4
Formal Elements –
Refining and building on 
prior knowledge

Portraiture

Historical and 
contemporary 

research

Introduction to 
specialist painting 

skills and expressive 
mark making

Students learn 
how to develop an 
art project – focus 
on the creative 
process
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Throughout year 9 students 
develop their understanding 
of the assessment 
objectives.  What do they 
mean?

Natural 
Forms

Application of 
knowledge and 
skills.

Independent Project 
Choice. Students to 
choose a starting point 
from a selection

Enhancing 
knowledge and 
understanding 

requirements of 
Assessment 
Objectives. 

CAT 1 –
Ability to 
develop 

ideas 
AO1/AO3 

CAT 2 –
Experiment/ 

Refine/ 
Resolve 

AO2/AO4 

Students will 
research a range of 

Artists with 
reference to 

historical and 
contemporary 

practitioners to 
inform their project.

Introduction to 
Personal Projects. Exploration of a range of 

starting points – Decide 
on investigation 
pathway/ project 
concept.  

CAT 3
AO1

CAT  4
AO2

CAT 5
AO3

CAT 6 
AO4 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

developed

Skills refined to 
resolve ideas and 

demonstrate 
progression.

Thematic link to 
all project work.

Primary source 
photography is 
collected and 

gathered to inform 
personal response

Develop and 
generate 
ideas.

Clear refinement 
as the project 
develops should 
be evident at this 
stage.

Exam

Independent Application 
of skills and knowledge 

in response to an 
externally set exam 

paper.
Annotate 
Evaluate

Justify personal 
decisions.

Mock Exam – AO4 60% 
of overall grade.


