
OCR Exam Board GCSE Art and 
Design/ Graphic Communication

Realising an 
Outcome

Skills workshops 
on key design and 
formal elements.

Introduction to Graphic 
communication

Skills refined to 
resolve ideas and 

demonstrate 
progression.

Primary source 
photography is 
collected and 

gathered to inform 
personal response

Develop and 
generate ideas.

Exam

Independent Application 
of skills and knowledge 

in response to an 
externally set exam 

paper.

Annotate 
Evaluate

Justify personal 
decisions.

Exam – 40% of 
overall grade.

Skills explored
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Experimenting with 
different techniques

Throughout year 9 
students develop 
their understanding 
of the assessment 
objectives.  What do 
they mean?

CAT  Produce a 
personal response

Students learn how to 
develop an art project – focus 
on the creative process and 
working to a brief.

Enhancing knowledge and 
understanding 

requirements of 
Assessment Objectives

Exploration of a range of 
starting points – Decide 
on investigation pathway/ 
project concept.  

Clear refinement 
as the project 
develops should 
be evident at 
this stage.
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Developing digital skills.
Skills explored

Il
lu

st
ra

to
r 

P
h

o
to

sh
o

p
D

ig
it

al
 m

ed
ia

C
o

lla
ge

M
an

ip
u

la
ti

o
n

Responding to artists

Students will 
research a range 
of Artists with 
reference to 
historical and 
contemporary 

practitioners to 
inform their 

project.

Students will 
develop 
their ability 
to critically 
analyse the 
work of 
artists. Responding 

to artists.

Generate 
individual 

ideas
Digital focus

GCSE:
Personal 
project

Thematic link 
to all project 
work.

Explore a range of 
artists and designers 
linked to your theme.

Produce a 
personal 

response. 

Experimenting with 
different techniques

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

developed

Skills explored
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Birmingham TripTypography 
Focus

Designing for 
a purpose

CAT  Produce a 
personal response

Students will present a 
personal and meaningful 

response to the brief.


